Intermittent percutaneous infusion into the hepatic artery of cytotoxic drugs for hepatic tumours.
Between June 1, 1976 and Apr. 30, 1981, 157 patients were treated for inoperable cancer of the liver by intermittent percutaneous infusion of chemotherapeutic agents into the hepatic artery. The majority of these patients had metastatic colorectal cancer. The regimen of chemotherapeutic infusion evolved during the study and is described. The survival of the total group of patients is analysed according to type of cancer, extent of disease, dosage and combination of drugs. This therapeutic modality appears to benefit patients with metastases from colorectal cancer confined to the liver. The complication rate for this procedure is relatively low. The results from this study suggest that intermittent percutaneous infusion of cytotoxic agents into the hepatic artery is worthwhile for selected patients and should be studied further in combination with other forms of therapy.